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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, November 9, 2025
Acts 10:1-48

Connection Points
1. Join us for an important night in the life of our church family as we look ahead to the future of Beech Haven—celebrating God’s provision, reviewing the proposed 2026 budget, and hearing an update from the Master Planning Task Force about our facility and space needs. That evening, the church will be asked to formally endorse the MPTF team and consider a $5,000 request to continue working with consultant Bryan Rose from Auxano. This gathering is an opportunity for us to prayerfully consider how we’ll steward our resources and facilities to support the mission of cultivating the unwavering hope of Jesus in every generation.
a. Thanks to Shane Todd, the Chick-fil-A Food Truck will be on-site from 5:00–5:45 PM, and dinner is free for everyone! Since this meal is complimentary, please note that it requires a separate reservation form from our usual Wednesday Night Dinner. Please RSVP by Monday, November 10 at 5:00PM so we can plan accordingly.

Wednesday, November 12 Schedule
FREE Chick-fil-A Food Truck | 5:00–5:45 PM
Beech Students: Lawn Games | 5:15–6:00 PM
Child Drop-Off | Begins at 5:30 PM
Task Force Update & Budget Meeting | 5:45–6:30 PM
Discipleship Groups & Choir | 6:30–7:30 PM


Main Point
God calls His church to love beyond itself by breaking down barriers of favoritism and embracing all people as family through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Sermon Synopsis
God’s grace tears down every barrier that separates people, inviting both Jew and Gentile—and every person today—into one family through faith in Jesus Christ. In Acts 10–11, Peter learns that holiness isn’t separation from others but joining God’s mission of love that crosses every cultural, national, and social boundary. The church, therefore, must reject favoritism and reflect God’s heart by loving beyond itself—seeing every person as made in God’s image and already within the reach of His redeeming work.

Lean In
Leader note: Use one or both of the following questions to start your discussion. 
1. Does anyone have a story about a gospel conversation from this week?
2. Can you recall a time when you changed your mind about something you previously thought was off limits or unacceptable ... or something that was so ingrained that you couldn’t imagine seeing it any other way?  (a custom or practice, a food, a travel destination, a hobby, an approach to a problem, etc.) What caused the change?
Look Down
Read Acts 10:1-8
3. How does the Bible describe Cornelius? Are acts of kindness, generosity, and prayerfulness necessary to get God’s attention?  Why do you think it is noted here? 

[bookmark: _Int_8Wy1aN21]Leader note: The purpose of this mention is not clear. It could be very practical ... a way of highlighting that this Roman soldier was no personal threat to Peter ... a different kind of Roman soldier all together. It could also be a way of showing that God was already at work in Cornelius in a common grace kind of way. Regardless, we are quick to note that good works and sincerity do not merit salvation (see Ephesians 2:8-9).  Salvation is not earned but freely given by God. The practice of good deeds can be done for several reasons—some self-serving.  The practice of good deeds can also reveal a heart that is seeking for God. See Jeremiah 29:13.

Read Acts 10:9-16
4. Peter’s response to the vision was a straight-up holdover from a Judaism that envisioned their chosen status as solely the object of God’s grace.  What’s wrong with this type of thinking?
Leader note: The people of Israel were indeed chosen, but their chosen status is that they were not the only object of God’s grace. They were to be a light to all nations.  God always had the Gentiles (people like us) in mind. Israel was special because that is from whom Jesus came. See Acts 15:16-18 and Romans 15:8-12.
Read Acts 10:34-43
5. What do you think this story is primarily about—Cornelius’s conversion or Peter’s epiphany? Choose one (not both) and make your case! 
Leader note: You may choose to pit one against the other to foster deeper understanding. If only one side is argued for, you may need to ask for the rationale for the other. The fact that there is so much in the NT given to the topic of Jews and Gentiles being a part of the same church (some being Romans 3:29-30; Galatians 3:26-29; and extensively in Ephesians 2-3 and Romans 9-11), suggests the bigger story is the development of Peter’s understanding. Cornelius was saved, and Peter was sanctified. As one theologian put it, “Cornelius learned that Peter was not God. Peter learned that Cornelius was not a dog.”
Look In
6. For Reflection: Do you think it might be possible that on some issues we are like Peter in that we have come up short on all that God intends ... that in some way our thinking is not fully developed?  Are you open to the idea that a more complete reading and understanding of Scripture may lead us to a different position on some issue we thought was settled?  


7. Do we have any trouble recognizing God’s grace extending beyond ethnic boundaries? What other types of boundaries have you seen people struggle to cross?  
8. When God nudges you to act in obedience, do you resist like Peter initially, or are you quick to respond? Why?

Look Out
9. What does it mean that holiness is not separation from sinners but faithful presence among them?  
10. Cornelius provides an example of God already working in the heart of someone unexpected.  Do you know of a similar situation—a time when you saw God move in the heart of someone that was far from the Lord?  What do these examples suggest our attitude should be regarding with whom we should share the gospel?    
Leader note: You may want to revisit the first sermon in the series “Faithful Presence” which introduces this concept as found in 1 Peter.

Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “Did you know that the Bible contains the story of a good man who prayed regularly and gave to the poor often but that was not enough for him to be made right with God?  What do you think about that?  Why isn’t doing good, good enough?” 
Leader note: Every other religion is about what people can do to be right with God.  Only in Christianity do we find that it is God who does what needs to be done for people to be right with him.  
2. “Cornelius was seeking God by living righteously.  What did he miss?  
Leader note: Grace is by faith in Jesus, not in our works. 
3. “Do you believe that God will sometimes arrange our circumstances to encounter him?”

Leader note: There is a story in Acts 10-11 where God does this in the life of a Roman 
soldier and in the life of the Apostle Peter.
Closing Prayer
Father, thank You for showing us that Your love and salvation extend to all people. Root us in truth. Help us, like Peter, to listen when You challenge our assumptions and lead us beyond our comfort zones and to love beyond ourselves. Teach us to see others through Your eyes, to be global in perspective, and to love without partiality. May our lives bear witness to Your all-encompassing grace and the transforming power of the gospel. Amen.
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